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President s report 


A fter the celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the GFNC in 
2011, several long-term projects were commenced by the 
committee to mark the contributions that members of the GFNC 
had made to the environment of the Geelong region. 

One of the projects was to compile details of the history of the 
GFNC by checking historical documents and collecting the 
reminiscences of the early members of the Club. Much of the 
documentation from the early years is kept in storage as there is 
not enough space in the cupboards available at the club rooms. 
We are progressively interviewing our senior members and 
recording their memories of earlier times and the issues faced 
during the past 53 years. 

Several members have been actively scanning and editing the 
text from the early copies of the Geelong Naturalist from the first 
issue in 1964. The original Geelong Naturalist \Nas the title of 
the magazine that recorded natural history notes from the 


Barry Lingham 

inaugural GFNC formed in the late 19th century. When the 
GFNC was re-formed in the 1960s, the Geelong Naturalist \Nas 
once again published. The articles provide a fascinating and 
valuable record of the flora, fauna and habitats from that time. 

Another project currently underway is the documenting of the 
key natural history sites within the Geelong region. In the 
1990s, the GFNC produced a valuable brochure called a 
Geelong Nature Guide. Several members of the committee are 
now collecting information and photos from areas around 
Geelong to create a new publication that will give those 
interested in nature details on how to access sites plus the key 
flora and fauna of each site. 

These projects are already underway, but will be enhanced by 
extra volunteers from the GFNC membership. If you feel you 
can contribute, please let one of the committee know or contact 
us via the email address. 


Tonight... 

...Trevor Pescott will talk about fauna from the GFNC trapping surveys. 

At the November meeting... 

John Sherwood—“Footprints into our amazing past”. John is Honorary Associate Professor at the Deakin University 
School of Life and Environmental Sciences. In his talk John will describe a current research project examining 
footprints and trackways preserved as trace fossils in the calcarenite dunes of southern Australia - including in Western 
Victoria. Modern species and extinct megafaunal trackways have been found. These preserved tracks help inform 
scientists of the behavioural and anatomical characteristics that cannot be identified by existing fossils. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 

Christine Raven (Magazine member); Debra and Conrad White, Aireys Inlet and Lee O’Hara, Moolap. 

We wish them all a long and happy association. 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.afnc.orq.au 
e-mail address: info@afnc.ora.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/aeelonafnc 


The photo on the front cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of 
'Golden Moths' Diuris chryseopsis taken at Inverleigh 
Reserve. 

The photo on the back cover, by Lance Breguet, is of a 
caterpillar of the moth species, Capusa stenophara, 
taken at Buckley Falls park. (Observers: Helen Schofield 
and Lance Bruguet.) 


















Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Noel’s Lane, Gherang 
28 August 2014 

Pat Streefkerk 


A good group of people took advantage of the glorious 
sunny day to attend the outing at the property of Mrs 
Chris Trotter at Noel’s Lane, Gherang. Chris' partner, Barrie 
Collins, led us around the property. Barrie is a photographer 
and later showed us a photographic record of the birds he 
has seen on the property, with some wonderful shots he has 
taken. 

The birds were all out and calling in the lovely sunny weather. 
We saw more than 50 species of birds, plus kangaroos and 
wallabies and lots of echidna diggings. 


There were no raptor sightings, which is unusual, but some 
lovely sightings of bush birds including good views of 
White-throated Treecreepers, a lovely Spotted Pardalote, a 
Fan-tailed Cuckoo and elusive callings from a Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo. A highlight was an Olive-backed Oriole. 

There were also literally carpets of Nodding Greenhoods and 
also Tall Greenhoods on the property—a lovely sight. The 
property has permanent dams in a bush setting plus open 
paddocks out beyond the bush area. 

Many thanks also to Chris for the lovely morning tea she 
provided for us at the end of the morning. 


Bird List by Craig Moriey and Angus Hartshorn 


Species 

No. 

Species 

No. 

Australian Shelduck (OH) 

1 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

6 

Australian Wood Duck 

2 

White-eared Honeyeater (Breeding. Carrying nest-material into bracken.) 

12 

Chestnut Teal (2 Ms) 

2 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

6 

Pacific Black Duck 

8 

Noisy Miner (Along fenceline.) 

6 

Little Pied Cormorant 

1 

Red Wattlebird 

8 

White-faced Heron 

2 

New Holland Honeyeater 

1 

Straw-necked Ibis (OH) 

3 

White-naped Honeyeater 

6 

Common Bronzewing 

2 

Black-faced Cuckooshrike 

2 

Brown Goshawk (Circling and flying along shelterbelt.) 

1 

Golden Whistler 

4 

Galah 

6 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

6 

Long-billed Corella 

10 

Olive-backed Oriole 

2 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

6 

Grey Butcherbird 

2 

Crimson Rosella 

10 

Australian Magpie 

2 

Eastern Rosella 

4 

Pied Currawong 

6 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

1 

Grey Currawong 

1 

Pallid Cuckoo 

2 

Grey Fantail 

1 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

4 

Willie Wagtail 

4 

Laughing Kookaburra 

4 

Little Raven 

3 

White-throated Treecreeper 

6 

Magpie-lark 

4 

Satin Bowerbird (IncI 2 green birds. Also hd) 

3 

Jacky Winter 

2 

Superb Fairy-wren 

20 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

4 

White-browed Scrubwren (At least 3 Ms in close 
proximity displaying to F.) 

8 

Welcome Swallow 

6 

Brown Thornbill 

4 

Common Blackbird 

2 

Spotted Pardalote 

6 

Common Starling 

2 

Striated Pardalote 

4 

House Sparrow 

25 

Eastern Spinebill 

1 

European Goldfinch 

1 


Juvenile 
Black- shouldered 
Kite, Windmill Rd, 
Moolap. 

Photo: 
David Tytherleigh 
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Winter Wader Count 2014 


John Newman 


T he Winter Wader Count took place over the three days of 
11-13 July 2014. It was a particularly cold and wet 
weekend and much thanks are extended to counters who were 
available to participate. The winter count is useful to survey 
which of the migratory shorebirds have remained here on the 
southern non-breeding grounds while the vast majority of the 
population have returned north on their epic flight to breed in 
the far arctic tundra. These remaining birds represent the 
young from the previous breeding season or two, maturing 
here without having to make to arduous flight until they are 
another year older. Our winter records of the enigmatic 
Double-banded Plover represent a portion of the New 
Zealand population that have evolved to spend the winter on 
our more mild shores rather than the harsh mountains of New 
Zealand. Our own endemic wading birds such as Red-necked 
Avocet and Banded Stilt are highly nomadic and 
population numbers vary widely depending on wetland 
conditions inland and across the country. This winter the 
Banded Stilts were clearly 'elsewhere'. The threatened Moolap 
Salt Works were again comprehensively counted by a team of 
fifteen or so regular counters committed to the ongoing 
preservation of this critical wader habitat. 



Waders 

Moolap 

Saltworks 

Connewarre/ 

Misc 

Swan 

Bay 

Bellarine 

Peninsula 

Australian Pied 
Oystercatcher 

13 

2 

29 

44 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Black-winged Stilt 

234 

60 

59 

353 

Red-necked Avocet 

142 

20 

54 

216 

Banded Stilt 

50 

6 

0 

56 

Pacific Golden Plover 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Grey plover 

0 

0 

9 

9 

Red-capped Plover 

74 

102 

202 

378 

Double-banded Plover 

0 

176 

247 

423 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

4 

5 

0 

9 

Hooded Plover 

0 

6 

0 

6 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

3 

3 

0 

6 

Banded Lapwing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Masked Lapwing 

79 

60 

90 

229 

Latham's Snipe 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

0 

0 

20 

20 

Eastern Curlew 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Common Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Grey-tailed Tattler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Common Greenshank 

8 

1 

17 

26 

Marsh Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Wood Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ruddy Turnstone 

0 

0 

15 

15 

Great Knot 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Red Knot 

0 

0 

70 

70 

Red-necked Stint 

84 

140 

45 

269 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sharp-tailed 

Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Curlew Sandpiper 

0 

0 

7 

7 

Unidentified small 
waders 

15 

0 


15 

TOTALS 

707 

582 

864 

2,153 


SEANA Portland Camp 
26—29 September 2014 

Alison and Phil Watson 


The SEANA spring camp was expertly hosted by the Portland 
Field Naturalists Club—a wonderful weekend filled with visiting just 
some of the many natural features of the area. On Saturday on the 
National Parks tour, we visiting diverse habitats in 
Cobboboonee National Park, Lower Gleneig National Park, and 
Swan Lake (Discovery Bay National Park). In all the parks we 
visited we found fascinating plants new to us, many endemic to the 
area. There were lots of orchids, the highlights being the Scented 
Spider-orchid Caladenia fragrantissima ssp. fragrantissima and 
Pink Fairies Caladenea latifolia scattered throughout the dune 
system on the Swan Lake Road, among the Muntries Kunzea 
pomifera just beginning to flower. 

On Sunday morning we watched the antics of the gannets sitting 
on their nests at the gannet colony. There is now an electric fence 
some metres in front for protection, and also cameras. A walk 
along the nearby Sea Cliff Nature Walk revealed more new plants, 
including the most southern mallee, the Soap Mallee Eucalyptus 
diversifolia ssp. megacarpa, and the very attractive and perfumed 
Drooping Velvet-bush Lasiopetalum schulzenii. At the end of our 
walk there was a dramatic view of the coastline and wind turbines. 

On Sunday afternoon most of the group boarded the bus to 


Nelson, to view the birds at the Gleneig River estuary, visit the 
Princess Margaret Caves and take the boat trip along the Gleneig 
River. We all enjoyed a lovely dinner at the idyllic setting at Hirst’s 
Landing, before continuing the trip down the river as night 
approached, with the river lit by floodlights. 

Monday morning on the advice of the previous day's participants 
many of us headed out to Gary and Margaret’s place to hear about 
the amazing work they are doing with sugar gliders. One hundred 
and ninety-six sugar glider boxes have been constructed and 
placed on their farm and throughout the surrounding area. We 
could see the tiny gliders curled up together inside their boxes, 
either by climbing a ladder or via a special camera. Combined with 
damper and scones around a campfire it was a very special visit. 

The evening talks were both excellent - Mary O’Toole, a marine 
scientist and scuba diver, inspired us with her enthusiasm and 
wonderful photos and video, and Dr Peter Gill spoke passionately 
about Blue Whales and the Bonney Upwelling. 

It was a most enjoyable weekend. Thank you to Ruth and Ivor 
Graney and the Portland FNC. 
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Out and about: Riverina meandering 


Valda Dedman 


W e have been travelling across the Riverina—the area 
that lies between two great rivers, the Murray and the 
Murrumbidgee, west of the Great Dividing Range to their 
confluence. It is an area where rivers have no need to flow in 
straight lines, but meander again and again, and flow into 
and out of each other, branches and anabranches joining 
and separating, so that it is difficult at times to know which is 
the main stream. 

In general, the Riverina is an alluvial plain formed by 
deposition carried from the Great Dividing Range by streams 
flowing to the west. The terrain includes rolling hills to the 
east with some spectacular granite outcrops, but then 
becomes flatter to the west with most of that plain reaching 
less than 200 metres above sea level. The western Riverina 
consists largely of featureless saltbush plain. 

The plains of the Riverina are made up of sediments 
deposited over a period of 100 000 years, consisting of 
ancient and modern alluvium and lake deposits with some 
Aeolian additions. Paleo rivers spread across the plain by 
wide networks of distributaries and some meandering 
streams, at times with a water flow five times as large as 
those of today. Between Narrandera and Carrathool, and 
along Yanco Creek, on the edges of the Murrumbidgee 
floodplain, long sections of these meandering paleo rivers 
have been well preserved. 

The only tectonic activity of the area of the Riverine Plain 
was that associated with the uplift of the Cadell Tilt Block 
along a north-south fault line between Deniliquin and 
Echuca, which changed the flow patterns of the ancestral 
Murray River. Dating sediments of Thule Lagoon in Green 
Gully has shown that the tectonic activity began about 60 000 
years ago, then 45 000 years ago the westward-flowing 
Murray was defeated; its waters were dammed into a great 
lake. Another, Lake Kanyapella, formed to the south. 
Eventually the Murray broke through; most of its water 
flowing along what we now call the Edward River, while still 
filling the northern lake and building silt jetties across towards 
Barmah. Later still, the lakes started draining, and the Murray 
made its abrupt turn southwards along the edge of the Cadell 
Tilt Block and then westwards again at what is now Echuca. 



Billabong creek with weir at Jerilderie Photo: Valda Dedman 


What is left of that first diversion is the Edward River, a large 
anabranch that leaves the Murray just before that river turns 
south. It flows north around the edge of the Cadell Tilt Block, 
having been joined by another outflow, Bullatale Creek, that 
leaves the Murray west of Tocumwal, and Gulpa Creek, a 
small anabranch to the west, possibly former Murray 
channels. Gulpa Creek is part of the Murray Valley National 
Park which contains the largest continuous red gum forest in 
the world. The NSW Central Murray forests, combined with 
the Barmah and Koondrook forests in Victoria, are an 
important RAMSAR wetland. They include the Werai forests 
along the Edward River. 

The Wakool River is an anabranch of the Edward River, 
leaving it west of Deniliquin and becoming the dominant 
stream after the Edward joins it near Kyalite. It has other 
minor anabranches before joining the Murray, not far from 
where the Murrumbidgee joins that river. 

The Murrumbidgee, rising in the Great Dividing Range and 
joining the Murray near Boundary Bend, is the most 'normal' 
river; the waters of its great tributary, the Lachlan, join it 
through the Great Cumbungi Swamp, but it loses water to 
Yanco Creek, which leaves it west of Narrandera, and rejoins 
the Murrumbidgee eventually via Billabong Creek which flows 
into the Edward, which flows into the Wakool. The Great 
Cumbungi Swamp is a breeding area for waterbirds and is on 
the Register of the National Estate. 

Billabong Creek, said to be the longest 'creek' in the world, 
320 km long, starts on the western slopes of the Great Divide 
and flows west until it joins the Edward River at Moulamein. It 
has 16 minor tributaries. The creek has a catchment area of 
791 square kilometres and is the main present drainage line 
between the Murray and the Murrumbidgee rivers. Alluvial 
deposits from the system fill a long narrow paleo valley that 
extends for about 150 kilometres between Garryowen and 
Walla Walla. Billabong Creek occupies part of Yanco paleo 
channel system of the ancestral Murrumbidgee River. 

Colombo Creek flows out of Yanco Creek at Morundah, then 
southerly until it meets Billabong Creek upstream of 
Jerilderie. Colombo Creek is approximately 148 km long and 
includes 11 oxbow lakes and flood runners. Colombo Creek 



Exposed Redgum roots, Edward River Photo: Valda Dedman 
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has a relatively steep gradient and has intermittent patches of 
natural woody vegetation along its banks. 

Forest Creek is an effluent of the Billabong Creek and also 
flows in a westerly direction. The Wanganella Swamp is 
supplied with water from Forest Creek. In the 1850s, lobbying 
by pastoralists allowed the Yanco Creek offtake on the 
Murrumbidgee River to be enlarged to provide increased 
flows into the system. Numerous weirs were constructed by 
landholders along the system to retain water when flows 
ceased. 

Riverina Red Gums 

Where there is a permanent watercourse we found River Red 
Gums along the banks, with Black Box on higher land further 
back. Some of the trees are ancient. The Big Tree beside the 
Edward River at Moulamein is said to be between 500 and 
1000 years old. Its circumference is 11.6 metres. It was 
known as a Meeting Place by the traditional owners. It is the 
association with the water that makes the species interesting. 
It needs periods of partial flooding where its trunk may be 
inundated for months. Seeds are washed to high ground 
during a flood and germinate to take root and grow before the 
next flood submerges the new tree. The root systems are 
often partly exposed, clinging to the bank and providing some 
stability in times of flood. Permanent flooding, however, will 
kill River Red Gums, as well as drought, and we saw 
evidence of this. However, it was pleasing to note substantial 
seedling regrowth about flood level. 

We did not like, and could hardly believe, the damage caused 
by cattle in a Travelling Stock Reserve (TSR), where banks 
had been trampled and quite large saplings had been pushed 
over. TSRs were established in the 1800s to allow stock to 
be moved from grazing areas to markets, often along river 
valleys. They are still used, for a fee, by stock grazing the 
'long paddock', but stock must be moved on after two days 
and must be contained within a fence each night. The TSRs 
are recognised as remnants of original vegetation because 
they have never been cultivated. They are now often marked 
as sites of biological diversity enhancement projects. In the 
Grey and Yellow Box remnant of Brittas TSR, for instance, 
the endangered Bush Stone-curlew and uncommon Grey- 
crowned Babbler were noted as having been recorded. 

A Riverina plant of significance 

The endangered Oaklands Diuris, Diuris callitrophila, related 
to D. fragrantissima, the Sunshine Diuris of the Victorian 
volcanic plains, has mauve to purple flowers with darker 
markings. It grows up to 50 cm tall, and has up to nine 
flowers, 25-35 mm across, on one stem. It is restricted to 
Urana-Oaklands area and grows in White Cypress Pine, 


Biennial Hooded Plover Count 
15-16 November 2014 

Our local teams will be counting Hooded Plovers and other 
beach nesting birds along the coast from Queenscliff to 
Lome. If you would like to take part, please contact: 

Andrea Dennett: ph. 0439 814 020 
andreadennett@biqpond.com 

Barry Lingham: ph. 0417 115 109 
linaham@tpa.com.au 


Callitris glaucophylla, woodland, either among dense grasses 
in flat areas with associated eucalypts, or amongst sparse 
grasses and forbs on low sandhills. It flowers mainly in 
November, and is threatened by weeds, grazing, mowing and 
ground disturbance. 

A secretive bird of the Riverina 

We have been plains wandering, but we have not seen a 
Plains Wanderer, although we have been right in the heart of 
its primary stronghold, which is roughly in the area bounded 
by Hay and Narrandera to the north, Cobb Highway to the 
west, Urana to the east, and Billabong Creek to the south, 
although it has a very patchy distribution even here. The 
Plains Wanderer prefers sparse native grasslands on hard 
red-brown clay soils, with plenty of inter-tussock space that 
provides shelter from predators. It is not generally found 
within 200 metres of woodlands. It feeds on a mixture of 
seeds, invertebrates and leaves. It plucks fallen seed and 
invertebrates from the ground, and from the bases of grass 
tussocks. It occasionally hammers its bill into compacted soil 
to expose invertebrates, or picks the tips off green leaves, 
and occasionally takes seeds from growing plants. 

Nothing is quite as it seems with the Riverina rivers and 
nothing is quite as it was before white settlement. The waters 
are banked up with hundred of weirs, and huge dams have 
been built to impound water for rice growing. There is also 
large-scale irrigation of wheat and of pastures used to feed 
sheep. The whole channel system is very complicated and 
water can be diverted in times of drought or flood through a 
maze of anabranches. The alluvial plain is immensely 
productive; in the east, wheat and now canola form a 
patchwork of green and gold at this time of year, while the 
saltbush and bluebush of the more arid west are perfect for 
fine wool production. 

Billabong Creek and other major waterways in the Riverina 
act as wildlife ‘highways’ through the landscape, enabling 
wildlife populations to intermix. Intermittent flooding of red 
gum directly benefits waterbirds, frogs and bats but also 
maintains the overall health of the system. Management of 
water for healthy forests is as necessary as for agriculture. 

The focus of our trip was Billabong Creek, which we 
traversed from west to east. We crossed it many times as it 
meandered across the Riverine plain. We camped by it, had 
lunch by it, observed both full and empty anabranches, saw 
where its two feeder streams joined, and where its then milky 
waters merged with the Edward River at Moulamein. It gave 
us some insight into the intricate river channel system across 
the plains between two major rivers. 


Valda ‘out 
and about’. 
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Old Chapel Track, Hurst Road, Anglesea, fauna survey 

11-14 September 2014 

All trapping was undertaken in accordance with our DEPI permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 

GPS 55 257486E, 5747185N, alt 46m 


Location 

The site chosen off Hurst Road was the track that leads to a 
disused, open-air chapel on the top of a hill. 

As it turned out this was not a good choice, for apart from an 
apparent absence of small mammals, it happened to be the 
weekend of a 'fun-run' through the bush, with this track part of 
the route! Although the runners on Sunday - and some cyclists 
on Saturday - didn’t contribute to the failure to catch any 
animals, it was a distraction that wasn’t particularly welcome. 

Weather 

A few showers on Thursday, then becoming fine and warm over 
the weekend. Moonlit nights. 

Elliott traps 

We set 40 traps in 4 transects of 10 traps each. 

Results 

Despite 120 trap/nights, nothing was caught. 

Cameras 

Three Pix Controller cameras were in place for the weekend. 

Results 

Photographs of a Black (Swamp) Wallaby (pictured) and a 
Bassian Thrush were on one camera, nothing on the others. 

Comments 

Overall it was a thoroughly disappointing result. The reason was 
not obvious; however the lack of small mammals appears to be 
an unwelcome feature of the heathlands and woodlands in the 
Anglesea region. We have had similar lack of success recently at 
Gum Flat, Urquhart’s Bluff and Peter’s Hill, where very few 
animals have been caught. 

It’s difficult to offer any explanation - but it must be borne in mind 
that one of the purposes of the fauna surveys is to assess the 
small fauna populations, and these negative results form part of 
the overall picture. 

Other observations 

One of the several gumtrees at the trapping site was the 
Anglesea Grey-gum Eucalyptus litoralis, a locally endemic 
species. 

Orchids were reasonably abundant. Mayfly Orchids Acianthus 
caudatus were prolific, there were some Tall Greenhoods 
Pterostylis melagramma still flowering, and a fine patch of 
Rabbit’s Ears Thelymitra antennifera were waiting for the full 
strength of the sun before they opened. 

Painted Lady butterflies were present in large numbers, and 
several Yellow Admirals were also seen. 

A large group of Steel Blue Sawflies Perga affinis was found 
clustered on a low branch of a gumtree. 

Common Froglets were calling (see below). 

Frog puzzle 

On Friday morning, after checking the traps, Brett and I went to 
determine which frogs were calling from a boggy area where 
gravel had been removed some time ago, and stunted Prickly 
Teatree had grown back in the site. The frogs we heard proved 
to be Common Froglets Crinia signifera, their ratchet-like notes 
unmistakable. 


Trevor Pescott 


Then another frog called, three or four harsh 'Cree-ee-ee-ek' 
notes that fitted neatly into the description of the call of the 
Southern Smooth Froglet Geocrinia laevis. 

But there are two reasons why this would be highly unlikely. 

First, laevis is a summer breeding frog according to Cogger 
(2014), and the Frogwatch Field Guide shows the time the males 
call as between March and May, and in November. 

The second reason is that laevis has been recorded only from 
the western end of the Otway Ranges to the south-east corner of 
South Australia, in the Grampians and in Tasmania. 

It is possible for an individual to be calling out-of-season, but it is 
far less likely that one could be so far from its known distribution. 

We will follow up the observation, and if possible find and 
photograph the frog to confirm its identification. 

Thanks 

To Parks Victoria, for permission to undertake the trapping in the 
Great Otway National Park. 


To Grace, Geoff and Brett for help setting the traps on Thursday, 
and to the many helpers in checking and collecting the traps on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday. To Grace for compiling the bird 
list. 


Bird list 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 

Crescent Honeyeater 

Blue-winged Parrot 

New Holland Honeyeater 

Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo 

Varied Sittella 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Southern Emu-wren 

Dusky Woodswallow 

White-browed Scrubwren 

Pied Currawong 

Spotted Pardalote 

Grey Currawong 

Eastern Spinebill 

Grey Fantail 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Little Raven 

White-eared Honeyeater 

Silvereye 

Red Wattlebird 

Bassian Thrush 



Black Wallaby Photo: GFNC 

Mammals noted 


Short-beaked Echidna 

Many old, and some fresh, 


diggings. 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

One photographed, many scats. 
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Fauna report 


Trevor Pescott 


F ewer than usual sightings this month, but those that 
are listed are important in keeping the records up to 
date—thanks to all who have taken the time to send them 
in. It is best if they are sent direct to 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au as well as to the Club’s 
website. 

Wendy Cook’s report of mating Short-beaked Echidnas is 
no doubt the highlight of the mammal records (see p.7). 


Among the herps, several Lowland Copperhead sightings 
show that reptile activity is increasing as the weather 
becomes warmer. The increased number of Eastern 
Bluetongue Lizards using the Old Melbourne Road tiles is 
also interesting. 

Observers: 

CF, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; DAI, David 
Allen; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook; WCOC 
Wendy, Colin and Owen Cook. 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 

3 

23/08/14 

Outlook Track, Brisbane Range NP, mating observed. 

(See separate report, p.7). 

WCo 


1 

29/08/14 

Roadkilled, Cape Otway Road, south of Winchelsea- 
Deans Marsh Road in farm-land with some revegetation. 

TP 


1 

18/09/14 

Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith; walking, then 

WCO 




hiding between tussocks near farm dam. 

C 



22/09/14 

Bald Flill, Yaugher, some diggings noted. 

TP 

Koala 

1 

02/08/14 

Whinray Road, Meredith; at 2.00 p.m., asleep in the small 
branches of a gumtree, a good sun-basking spot after a 
cold, windy day yesterday. 

WCo 


1 

13/08/14 

Whinray Road, Meredith, found dead on the dry bed of 
Aston Ck; a male; it had most likely come through the 
tunnel under the road. 

WCo 


1 

14/09/14 

Eclipse Ck., Whinray Road, Meredith, heard grunting, 

11.30 p.m. 

WCo 

Common Brushtail Possum 

1 

20/08/14 

Whinray Road, Meredith; a male, in the top branches of 
gumtree, probably having crossed the road via the tree- 
tops that are almost touching. 

WCo 

White-striped Freetail Bat 

2 

29/09/14 

Craigie Road, Newtown. 

CF 

Bush Rat 

1 

22/09/14 

Bald hill, Yaugher, trapped as part of an on-going study. 

TP 


2 


6M/5F/1 not sexed. Males showing sexual development. 

All weighed between 131 and 140 g. 


Fallow Deer 


24/07/14 

Anglesea, crossed Point Addis Road from West to east, 
at 7.20 a.m. 

DAI 


Reptiles and amphibians (Herps) 


Southern Grass Skink 

1 

07/09/14 

Belmont, on the back veranda of our home. Subsequently 
several others seen in the garden—there appears to be a 
stable population here as one small one seen. 

TP 

Garden Skink 

5+ 

10/09/14 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, under tiles. 

TP 

Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 

9 

18/09/14 

Old Melbourne Road, Lara, under tiles. Previous counts 
no more than 5 found. 

TP 


1 

21/09/14 

Newtown, basking in the sun on a garden parth. 

CF 

Lowland Copperhead Snake 

1 

28/08/14 

Lake Modewarre, on a raised bank beside Walton’s Road; 
it was about 1.5 m long. Seen by members of Bird Group 
on their return from excursion. 

CMo 


1 

07/09/14 

Pt Addis, sun-basking on the Red Rock Track; it moved a 
short distance into scrub where it remained partially visible. 

CFr 

Southern Brown Tree Frog 


26/08/14 

Lake Modewarre, many calling from a wetland on the 
lake’s edge at Walton’s Road. 

TP 

Spotted Marsh (Grass) Frog 


24/07/14 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, under debris on the ground. 

TP 



26/08/14 

Lake Modewarre; calling, and rafts of spawn floating on the 
wetland. 

TP 

Common Froglet 


24/07/14 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve; many found under debris 
on the ground,and heard. 

TP 
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Next fauna surveys 

Floating Islands Reserve, Stony Rises 
9-12 October 2014 

We will continue our study of the Floating Islands Reserve which 
has been in progress for several years. 

/ hope we will be able to gain better access to the central parts of 
the reserve but that depends on the condition of the internal 
tracks. 

Thursday 9 October: 1.00 p.m. meet at main truck parking 
area on the Princes Highway about 20 km west of Colac to set 
traps. 

Friday 10 to Sunday 12 October: 8.30 a.m. meet at main 
truck parking area at to check traps. 

Gum Flat, Anglesea 
6-9 November 2014 

Although we have visited the area on several previous 
occasions, it is an ideal opportunity to undertake some further 
survey work there particularly in relation to reptiles. We will try to 


find the 'grey' Little Whip Snakes that Ade Foster found there a 
few years ago, and which we saw in our studies of the 1970s. 

There should also be an opportunity to undertake some bat¬ 
trapping as well as camera and Elliott trapping. 

The meeting place is at the first creek crossing on Gum Flats 
Road, a short distance west of Forest Road. 

Thursday 6 November: 1.00 p.m. meet to set the traps. 

Friday 7, Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 November: 8.00 a.m. 

meet to check and collect the equipment. 

Brisbane Ranges 
11-14 December 2014 

Our surveys in summer will focus on reptiles and bats, to avoid 
the hot weather when Elliott traps can be a hazard for small 
mammals. 

Details of the location to be visited will be advised later. 

Contact 

Trevor: Ph. 5243 4368 orppescott@optusnet.com.au 


Echidna encounters 


Wendy Cook 


S aturday 23 August was a warm, sunny day. Early in the 

afternoon, I went for a walk in Brisbane Ranges National Park 
along Redbeak and Outlook Tracks to look for early spring flowers 
and fungi. 

The highlight of my walk was neither. As I walked along Outlook 
Track towards Ballan Road, through an area of eucalyptus trees 
with blackened trunks and a very low heathy understorey, I heard 
loud rustling. Charging towards me were three echidnas, side by 
side, so close that they were touching, with the middle animal 
slightly in front. They swerved when they reached the drop at the 



edge of the track, and, possibly disturbed by my presence, 
stopped beside a black tree trunk. Soon, I realised that two of 
them were mating. The male was behind the female. To avoid all 
those prickles, he lay on his side, facing her rear, and lifted her 
tail. 

The other male started to dig into the red dirt at the base of the 
tree, behind the mating male. After a couple of minutes, I left 
them, and continued along the track towards Ballan Road, 
stopping to admire a patch of mayfly orchids, just starting to open. 
I turned around when I reached the end of Outlook Track, passing 
the echidnas about five minutes after I’d left them. Mating had 
finished. One male was standing behind the female. The other 
was beside her, standing at right angles to her, with his head 
raised over her back, as if sniffing the air. Abruptly, and with 
surprising speed, this male fled back to his hole behind the other 
male, who recommenced mating. 

The male in the hole dug deeper and deeper until I could only see 
part of his back. Again, I left them after a couple of minutes to 
continue my walk. 


Photos: Wendy Cook 
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How can we create a good tomorrow? 

The Geelong College Year 4 ‘Enviro’ program 

WillJohnston 


T he Geelong College Year 4 ‘Enviro’ program is a year¬ 
long study of sustainability and the natural 
environment. In this article we will describe what we do 
and encourage all GFNC members to come and pay us a 
visit. 

The program grew from the recognition that young 
children at the school knew little, if anything, about their 
local flora and fauna. Not only did they lack knowledge, 
they seemed barely to notice the natural world around 
them. It was seen that future adult citizens would likely 
have difficulty in successfully presiding over the world’s 
natural living diversity if they remained largely unaware of 
its existence. 

The Year 4 building is set away from the main Middle 
School and sits on the edge of the Barwon River valley, 
high above the river. The surrounding garden spaces are 
extensive and have been expanded and transformed in 
recent years. 

To the west of the building, there is an indigenous garden 
which is improved and extended every year by each new 
group of Year 4 students. To the east, there is an 
extensive, diverse and eclectic food garden which 
features: approximately forty garden beds, chooks, worm 
farms, rainwater tanks, tiny areas for cropping (broad 
metre farming), two orchards and an unfeasibly small tool 
shed. The food garden currently hosts around 90 different 
food plants. A walk through the garden reveals a range of 
unusual objects and reused bits and pieces. Uses are 
found for any scraps of wood, old metal frames or other 
unwanted materials. The garden regularly features the 
children’s art works—some permanent and some 
ephemeral. 

An old shed has been converted into a kitchen which 
includes two ovens, a large mobile bench, sinks and a 
rustic table and chairs. Just outside the kitchen sits an 
outdoor wood-fired oven. 

The overarching question, ‘How can we create a good 
tomorrow?’ provides a focus throughout the year, and 
helps guide the thinking and learning around our 
integrated units of work and helps maintain a constant 
emphasis on ‘action’. The question operates on many 
levels and provides a useful focus for personal and 



A farm visit—in the wallaby grass Photo: Will Johnston 


academic growth, interpersonal relationships, living 
sustainably and caring for the planet. 

Each year parents are invited to consider their input into 
the program and as a result, excursions vary each year 
but some activities have remained a regular feature of the 
program including visits to: local farms and nature 
reserves, the Barwon River (every week), waste and 
recycling centres, Mt. Rothwell Biodiversity Interpretation 
Centre and, as part of the end of year camp, a day at 
Healesville Sanctuary, and a guided walk through the 
rainforest and mountain ash at Grant’s picnic ground in the 
Dandenong Ranges NP. 

Each week a group of twelve children are charged with the 
responsibility of feeding the entire group of 48 students at 
recess on Friday. On Monday, under the guidance of 
Richard Hanley our gardener/cook, they head into the 
garden and make a list of the foods that are ready for 
harvest. They then take their list home and, with their 
parents, source possible recipes that use these foods. On 
Thursday morning the recipes are shared and a Friday 
menu is prepared and displayed in the kitchen window. 

Tapping into the community 

Through the ‘Environmental Heroes’ project students 
contact local people doing interesting (or every day) 
environmental work, learn their stories, and write 
biographies about them. This year’s list of heroes includes 
Barry Lingham, John Fenton, Sarah Pizzey, John King, 
Ross George, George Belcher, Graeme Stockton, Craig 
Morley, Andy Bennett, Trevor Pescott, Doug Robinson, 
Annette Rypalski and many more. 

Given the extensive knowledge of the natural world we are 
keen to tap into the depth and breadth of knowledge that 
exists in the minds of Geelong Field Naturalist members. 
We are also keen to encourage students to join the Field 
Naturalists - and especially the Cadets. 

In order to strengthen the connections already made we 
are inviting all GFNC members to a second special 
morning tea Friday October 17, details below. Students 
will run tours of the garden, explain the program from their 
perspective and serve a delicious morning tea. 

Please come along! 

Will Johnston and Simone Boyd 


GFNC members are invited to a special morning tea 
Friday 17 October 2014 
10.00 a.m. 

Geelong College Middle School 
399 Abderdeen Street, Newtown 

Meet at the school office 
Parking available in school/visitors carpark 

RSVP: Will Johnston 0424 566 650 
will.iohnston@qeelonqcolleqe.vic.edu.au 
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Nature notes 


Joe Hubbard 




Photo: 

Melissa 

Musselwhite 


If birds have degrees of intelligence ravens must be at the 
top. There are plenty of instances where this intelligence 
has been recorded._Recently, Melissa, our daughter, and 
family moved into a house where previous owners had 


I magine a wall ornament depicting several small birds, 
perched in line, one with open beak. On this one rested 
a Yellow Admiral Butterfly, wings closed, its muted colours 
rendering it all but invisible. 

This quirky situation warranted a photo in spite of the alP 
over greyness of the day and subject. And then as if a 
switch had been thrown, sunlight streamed on to the wall, 
the butterfly flicked open its wings—revealing all. What an 
impact on the senses. Photo taken! 


several dogs that must have spent a lot of time under the 
house. Well, two enterprising ravens discovered that the 
said dogs, over the years, had shed a lot of hair, which 
these birds had discovered was pretty good lining for 
nests. And here they were, under the house, collecting 
beaks full of hair, coming and going, seemingly very 
familiar with the layout—quite at home you might say. 


Observations 

Butterfly 11/09/14 Joe Hubbard 
Ravens 22/09/14 Melissa 

Musselwhite, 
Hamlyn Heights 


Photo: Joe Hubbard 


Challenge Bird Counts (CBCs) 

Advance notice 

GFNC, in association with BirdLife Australia, is organising two CBCs for later in 

the year. 

These bird-filled days are always enjoyable and a great opportunity to learn 
more about the birds and birding spots of the Geelong region. 

In 2014, we propose to run the Brisbane Ranges/You Yangs count on 
Saturday 29 November and the Bellarine Peninsula count on Sunday 7 
December. 

Starting time 6.00 a.m. on each day until 7.00 p.m. Please join in for all or part 
of at least one day. It’s great fun. Final details in November Geelong Naturalist. 

Craig Morieyforthe Bird Group 


What’s up 

Dean Hewish 


W e often go on walks around our local streets in the 
evening and in mid-September we were returning 
home on a clear night when I noticed a star arrangement in 
the sky that I did not recognise. 

I looked more carefully and realised it was the familiar and 
prominent constellation Scorpius, the Scorpion, but with an 
extra bright 'star' near its head. The interloper was most likely 
to be a planet and a quick look at a computer star atlas told 
me that it was Mars. 

Scorpius is one of the more easily identified constellations 
because the arrangement of stars clearly marks out the 
familiar shape of a scorpion. The reddish giant star Antares, 
meaning ‘like Mars’, ‘rival of Mars’ or sometimes interpreted 
as ‘not Mars’, is associated with legends in many cultures. It 
is the brightest star in the constellation and marks the 
scorpion’s body. Having Antares and Mars in close proximity 
demonstrated just how similar they appear in colour and 
brightness. The Scorpion’s claws are made up of reasonably 


bright stars. Likewise, moderately bright stars mark out the 
body and curled sting. Altogether the constellation spans a 
large area of sky. Most of the bright stars in Scorpius are 
actually associated in space and belong to what is known as 
the Centaurus-Scorpius association of massive stars. It is the 
closest of such associations to Earth. 

One star in the Scorpion’s body. Delta Scorpii, suddenly 
flared in July 2000 and has irregularly shown variations in 
brightness ever since. At its brightest, it is the second 
brightest star in the constellation. 

The large size of Scorpius and its location in the plane of the 
Milky Way (our own galaxy) mean that it contains numerous 
faint star clusters, which are easily visible in binoculars and 
fine telescopic targets for amateur astronomers. 

In October, Mars will move away from Scorpius but it will still 
be close enough to allow comparison with Antares. 
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Orange-bellied Parrot report 
September 2014 


They’re back 

Exciting news from Stephen Mallick, the acting 
communications coordinator of the National OBP Recovery 
Team: two wild bred adult OBPs were seen at Melaleuca, 
SW Tasmania on the afternoon of 28 September and a 
third wild adult was sighted the next morning. Let’s hope 
they are joined by many more. The Recovery Team is also 
planning to release more captive bred birds to bolster the 
breeding effort at Melaleuca this spring. 

September Surveys 

No Orange-bellied Parrots were recorded on the Bellarine 
Peninsula during the September survey weekend and low 
numbers of Blue-winged Parrots were recorded at several 
sites: Lake Connewarre (east shore), Avalon Saltworks, 
Lake Murtnagurt and Breamlea. The last sighting of OBPs 
on the west side of Port Phillip Bay was 5 September. 

There were no OBP sightings in west Gippsland, SW 
Victoria or SE South Australia on the survey weekend. 
There were some very interesting observations of other 
species around the Bellarine over the survey weekend. 
Striated Fieldwrens were observed at Swan Bay north and 
the east shore of Lake Connewarre carrying food to 
saltmarsh shrubs presumably to feed nestlings. On the 
east shore of Lake Connewarre a Golden-headed Cisticola 
was observed carrying food. A real thrill was the sight of 
White-bellied Sea-Eagles at two locations—two at Lake 
Connewarre and one rising in a thermal, with many ibis and 
gulls and one or two Whistling Kites, near Andersens 
Road, Swan Bay. Hundreds of Black Swans spread across 
the north section of Lake Connewarre made for an 
impressive sight and a huge flock of Common Starlings 
caused some excitement—a photo was taken and birds 
counted: it was indeed a massive flock of 1000+ birds. 

A Peregrine Falcon harassing a Caspian Tern gave 
observers a thrill at Avalon Saltworks, as did a Peregrine 
flying high overhead at Karaaf Wetland. 


Craig Morley 

Another interesting sidelight was the Silvereyes feeding at 
canola flowers adjacent to Swan Bay at the end of 
Andersens Road. 

Other sidelights to the OBP surveys 

In the last week of July and first few days of August a 
staggering number of Blue-winged Parrots were 
congregating in the late afternoon at a dried-off grain crop, 
on private land, at the end of Belchers Lane, Connewarre, 
before heading off to roost. At the peak, there were at least 
600 parrots in this area. 

A huge thank you! 

Once again a wonderful group of people ‘put their hand up’ 
to assist with these surveys; well over 30 observers 
assisted with the September surveys and over the three 
surveys in 2014 well over 70 people were involved in at 
least one of the coordinated surveys—a truly wonderful 
effort. Thanks, also, to the land-owners who readily give 
permission to cross their land and a special thank you to 
Parks Victoria staff who so willingly provide transport and 
advice. 

The draft of the new OBP Recovery Plan 

This is now on display for public comment at 
http://www.environment.qov.au/resource/draft-national- 

recoverv-plan-oranqe-bellied-parrot-neophema- 

chrvsoq aster . 

The public comment period closes 7 November 2014. 
Supporting the OBPs 

Save the Orange-bellied Parrot t-shirts, hoodies and 
stickers are available from: http://www.redbubble.com/ 
people/obparrot. They're for everyone who wants to show 
their support while giving a small amount to OBP recovery 
as well. All profits from sales go into the OBP recovery 
project fund, administered by BirdLife Australia. There are 
around 10 t-shirt styles, including long-sleeved, unisex, 
women's fit, organic, etc. Hoodies come in pullover or zip- 
up style. Everything is available in a wide range of colours. 



Eastern Spinebill, Geelong Botanic Gardens Photo: David Tytherleigh 



Nesting White-throated Treecreepers, Point Addis. Photo; Susan Kruss 
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The Atlas of Australian Birds: 

Monitoring as a conservation tooi^ndrew Siicocks 
Bird Group meeting, 19 June 2014 

Russell Woodford 


ndrew Siicocks has been Atlas Project Manager at 
BirdLife Australia, formerly Birds Australia and RAOU, 
since 1998, and was one of the authors of the New Atlas of 
Australian Birds (2005). He presented a fascinating account 
of the new Atlas Project, which has been reinvigorated by 
the new management of BirdLife Australia. 

Background and Objectives 

The Atlas of Australian Birds is a citizen science project. It 
initially aimed to replicate the first Atlas (1984) in mapping 
the distribution of Australian birds, but also to track and 
report on the changes in abundance and distribution of each 
species. As data were collected for the second Atlas, it 
became clear the project had far greater scope than the 
original Atlas: it opened the way for communities to become 
engaged in monitoring biodiversity, and provided data to 
share with national collaborative schemes, such as the 
National Collaborative Research Infrastructure Strategy, and 
the Atlas of Living Australia. The data collection period (1998 
-2002) saw a great response from observers, with around 
80 000 surveys submitted each year from 1999 to 2001, and 
a further 40 000 in the first half of 2002. The project leaders 
saw a great opportunity for a larger-scale study, with 
infrastructure already in place for ongoing data collection, 
and despite a drop-off in submissions for the next few years, 
the Atlas Project now attracts over 40 000 surveys each 
year, with a slight upward trend recently. Total submissions 
since 1998 include: 

• 736 000 surveys from 351 000 locations; 

• 785 species recorded, with an average of 17 species per 

survey; 

• 11 615 000 individual bird sightings recorded by 7000 

contributors. 

One of the objectives of the Atlas was to survey every 1° 
block across Australia—there are about 820 of them—so a 
number of expeditions were launched to cover some of the 
more remote regions in the centre of the continent. The low 
reporting rate of many inland species such as Yellow Chat 
and Princess Parrot reflects where birders live, rather than 
the abundance of certain species. The Project hopes to 
focus on Important Bird Areas, places which have been 
identified as containing species of interest or having high 
biodiversity. There are several hundred IBAs and the aim is 
to survey as many of these as possible. 

Victoria is generally very well covered by Atlasers, with most 
gaps appearing in the high country of the north-east. An 
unusual solid block appears on the map of completed 
Victorian surveys, just to the north-west of Geelong. One 
Bacchus Marsh Atlaser, Tim Hunt, decided to survey every T 
block in the Ballarat area, and has completed 3655 surveys, 
comprising 66 126 records of 320 species! 

Using the data 

The Atlas Project receives requests for data from a wide 
range of sources. Nearly half these requests come from 
environmental consultants preparing an Environmental 
Impact Statement, so it is important for birders to submit 
records of threatened or vulnerable species to one of the 
recording gateways, such as Birdata or Eremaea eBird, or to 


the Department of Environment and Primary Industries, who 
share data with the Atlas. Other requests for data come from 
university students, government agencies and local councils. 

Atlas data is critical for monitoring threatened species. They 
provide a national overview of how the different species are 
faring, and identify species whose populations are declining. 
Reporting rates for both Australasian Bittern and Fairy Tern 
were far lower in the second Atlas, and this prompted a 
submission to list them under the protection of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
(EPBC) Act. Atlas data is used internally by Birdlife for long¬ 
term monitoring of species and trend analysis. What is clear 
for many species, such as the Grey-crowned Babbler, is that 
while they are maintaining strong reporting rates in the 
central part of their range, there is a significant decline 
around the margins, and an overall restriction in range. Atlas 
data are also vital for producing an annual index of how birds 
are doing {The State of Australia’s Birds)] for identifying and 
monitoring Important Bird Areas; and for informing other 
Birdlife projects such as the Hooded Plover Project. 

The Geelong Region 

In the Geelong region, there have been 17 300 surveys 
submitted, representing 329 species, of which 9 are listed 
under the EPBC Act, and 51 are listed under the Threatened 
Species Act. Geelong is clearly an important area for a 
number of these species; however, it’s not all about rare 
birds. The following tables list the most commonly recorded 
birds in the region, and the most frequently covered sites. 


Common Name 

# Records 

Australian Magpie 

6179 

Black Swan 

5639 

Superb Fairy-wren 

5395 

Welcome Swallow 

5227 

Pacific Black Duck 

4739 

Red Wattlebird 

4698 

New Holland Honeyeater 

4087 

Little Raven 

4085 

Willie Wagtail 

3994 

Magpie-lark 

3877 

Common Starling 

3664 

Masked Lapwing 

3557 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

3489 

Common Blackbird 

3454 

Chestnut Teal 

3327 

Eurasian Coot 

2900 

Silver Gull 

2880 

House Sparrow 

2789 

White-faced Heron 

2751 
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Location 

# Surveys 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 

237 

80 Fairview Avenue, Newtown 

166 

VIC - Point Lonsdale - Lake Victoria SE 

156 

Torquay 

152 

Lake Lome 

98 

Ocean Grove Foreshore Reserve 

91 

Newtown 

90 

94 Christies Road, Leopold 

86 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve A 

82 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve B 

82 

95 Casboults Road, Wensleydale 

80 

Anglesea 

80 

145WB 57 

68 

Lake Connewarre 

67 

Riverside Drive, Torquay 

62 

125 Mahers Road, Barwon Downs 

61 

Lake Victoria (Lonsdale Lakes Reserve) 

59 

Point Addis 

59 

Fairhaven 

54 

Moolap Saltworks 

54 

Lake Lome, Drysdale 

51 


When the second Atlas started, people were not encouraged 
to count birds, mainly because the paper forms had 
insufficient space for recording counts. Now, more people 
submit data online, so observers are encouraged to count 
birds, especially waterbirds. Observers submitting regularly 
from a site are also now encouraged to record numbers of 
birds because that adds value to the data. The following table 
lists the highest counts for some species in the Geelong 
area. 


Common Name 

Counts 

Location 

Eurasian Coot 

21 000 

Lake Modewarre 

White-browed 

Woodswallow 

11 000 

Newtown 

Banded Stilt 

6001 

Lake Victoria 

Australian Shelduck 

6000 

Lake Murdeduke 

Fluttering Shearwater 

6000 

Point Addis 

Black Swan 

4900 

Lake Murdeduke 

Red-necked Stint 

4001 

Lake Victoria 

Grey Teal 

3339 

Sparrowvale farm 
wetlands 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

3000 

Reedy Lake N 

Silver Gull 

2307 

Lake Colac 

Pink-eared Duck 

2000 

Lake Colac 

Short-tailed Shearwater 

2000 

Sheoak Falls Walk, 
Lome 

Straw-necked Ibis 

2000 

L Murdedeuke SW 

Curlew Sandpiper 

2000 

Lake Connewarre SE 

Whiskered Tern 

2000 

Lake Colac 

Red-necked Avocet 

1580 

Moolap Saltworks 

Chestnut Teal 

1500 

Murtnaghurt Lagoon 


Survey Types 

There are several standard survey types for reporting to the 
Atlas: 


• Incidental search: usually for a one-off sighting; 

• 2 hectare/20 min search; 

• Area searches: within 500 m or 5 km radius, for 20 
minutes or more; 

• Fixed route surveys: fixed site/method. 


It can be frustrating to miss species before or after a 2 
hectare search, so combined surveys can be useful. An 
observer can complete a 20-minute 2 hectare search, then 
record all species seen before, during and after the search, 
on a 500 m Area Search. Repeat surveys and regular counts 
can be particularly valuable if the same route is followed each 
survey. 

Group Atlas sites have been set up to gather more data from 
sites of high importance that may be visited less frequently 
than local patches. Group Sites have GPS locations, defined 
boundaries, maps, and information about access and 
boundaries, as well as instructions on how to survey the site. 
Atlas Project staff can provide advice to groups who want to 
add this type of survey site. Group sites are especially 
valuable for I BAs, and survey methodology can be designed 
to maximise the value of observations at a site. 

Data Vetting 

The users of Atlas data require a dataset they can trust, so it 
is essential to ensure data integrity. Common submission 
errors include incorrect coordinates, and wrong species 
entered on forms. The vetting process includes: 

• Species are flagged which are out of range, recorded at 
an unusual season, etc. 

• The observer is emailed to check whether that species 
was recorded 

• If it was, the observer would be asked to complete an 
Unusual Record Report Form (URRF) for that record 

• The completed URRF would be sent to the regional 
vetting committee. 

Queries as part of the vetting process are generated because 
a sighting does not fit the normal data pattern, not to question 
the skills of the observer! 

Sources of Atlas Data 

Until 2007, the main source of data was Atlas Record Forms. 
Since the creation of Birdata in 2005, it has steadily 
overtaken other types of submission. What is surprising is 
that paper forms continue to be used widely, and were 
responsible for around 5 000 surveys (around 12% of all 
submissions) in 2013. A little over half the surveys were 
submitted through Birdata last year, with 34% via Eremaea 
eBird. 

Since the recent merging of Eremaea with eBird, and the 
decreasing use of Birdinfo now that the software is no longer 
supported, many birders are submitting all their observations 
to eBird, which is an excellent resource. eBird is very well 
funded by Cornell University, it has simple data entry, and 
produces excellent reports. However, it poses some 
challenges for the Atlas. Some of the eBird survey types are 
not compatible with Atlas surveys. Atlas staff has been 
negotiating with eBird to give users the option of entering 
data using Atlas methods. Now all eBird surveys do come 
to the Atlas. 

BirdLife Australia has undertaken to upgrade Birdata to 
allow for simpler data entry and a more up-to-date 
database. It was decided that it was important to have an 
independent database rather than to rely on eBird as: 

• Many eBird survey types are not compatible with the 
Atlas; 

• Birdata will allow regional groups to manage data for 
their area; 

• Birdata will allow for regional vetting; 
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Links 


• Birdata will be a portal to collect data for different BirdLife 
projects; 

• Ownership of data - eBird has control over data in their 
system; 

• eBird doesn’t have a sensitive species policy; 

• The revamped Birdata will have an app for mobile 
devices. 


BirdLife Australia atlas and birdata 
httD://birdlife.orq.au/Droiects/atlas-and-birdata 

eBird 

http://ebird.orq/content/australia/ 


Scratching the surface of Black-fronted Dotterel courtship 

Geoff Gates 



I n early September I witnessed Black-fronted Dotterels 
copulating. I watched them for about two hours whilst trying to 
determine how I could record what I witnessed. During this period 
they mated five times. The accompanying images display the 
third mating occurrence. 

The female always initiated proceedings by running to her partner 
and then assuming a horizontal head down posture. Calling was 
only evident sometimes. 

When the male joined her he would always approach to her left 
hand side. He would then scratch her neck with either of his feet, 
occasionally alternating from one foot to the other before 
mounting and copulation would proceed. 

I found the neck scratching very interesting and HANZAB does 
not mention this behaviour during the courtship/mating of this 
species. 

Another unusual happening occurred during their fourth attempt 
when the female could not gain the male’s attention. She 
performed a magnificent ‘Crazy Display’ but unfortunately I was 
unable to capture this with my camera. 

Dr Mike Weston coined the term ‘Crazy Display’, when he noticed 
this bizarre behaviour with Hooded Plovers. My best attempt at 
describing the display is where the bird with wings out-stretched 
flips 180 degrees back and forth in an exaggerated motion. 


All photos: Geoff Gates 


‘Mayfly’ orchid, Acianthus caudatus, Anglesea Heath. 
Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Going north with the Australasian Wader Studies Group—Rob Ganly 
Bird Group meeting, 18 September 2014 


S ome time ago, Rob Ganly joined the Victorian Wader 
Study Group to receive updates on sightings of wading 
birds. With time, he became more interested in waders and 
participated in a banding weekend at Sand Island off 
Queenscliff. He enjoyed the experience and began 
participating in wader banding at the Western Treatment 
Plant. 

In 2006, the Australian Wader Study Group organisers 
were seeking volunteers for a wader banding expedition to 
Broome. No experience was necessary. Rob discovered 
that Prue Wright from Melbourne was looking for travelling 
companions on the drive to Broome to meet up with the 
wader-banding group. The trip was planned with time to 
spare for birding along the way. Rob and other volunteers 
joined her, making a small convoy that headed north-west. 
The drive to Broome took nine days and their route passed 
through Goober Pedy, Katherine, Kununurra and Timber 
Creek. Some very good bird observations were made along 
the way, including Gouldian Finches and the first flight of a 
Red Goshawk chick. 

The objectives of the Wader Study Group’s expedition were 
to estimate Arctic breeding success by determining the 
proportion of juveniles in catches; to catch less frequently 
seen species; and to continue and expand the Engraved 
Flag programme. In addition, the expedition provided 
captive birds from which AQIS staff could take blood 
samples to test for Asian Avian Influenza, which was 
having an outbreak at the time. 

At Broome, Rob met the rest of the bird banding team. The 
leader was Clive Minton and the group included volunteers 
from Australia, New Zealand, China, the United Kingdom, 
Japan, the USA and Thailand. The expedition lasted 22 
days, including travel time. Six days were spent working at 
the Broome Bird Observatory, nine days at 80 Mile Beach 
followed by another 6 days at the Broome Bird 
Observatory. The weather was extremely hot, making work 
difficult. More recent banding expeditions have been held in 
February, when the temperature is not so extreme. Rob 
was lucky to have an air-conditioned cabin to sleep in at 
Broome. 

Rob explained the various processes involved in bird 
capture and banding. It included careful preparation of net 
cannons with the gunpowder load precisely calculated to 
give the net the correct range. The Cannon Setter carefully 
checks the angle of the cannons to make sure that the net 
will land in the right place. Wingmen check the site to make 
sure that everything is correct and clear. Decoys are often 
set up to attract the birds. 

Twinkling’ is the process of herding the birds toward the 
area where the cannon net is planned to land. On the wide 
beach at Broome, the twinkling could be done with a car 
but people on foot were sometimes used. As much as 
possible, different bird species were targeted for capture 
each day, so the twinklers also tried as much as possible to 
herd the target species into the net area. ‘Jiggling’ a long 
line moved birds away from the cannons to prevent injury. 
After the cannon was fired, everybody ran to extract the 
birds from the nets as quickly as possible, and 'runners' 


Dean Hewish 

transported the captured birds to the banding team. 
Processing included weighing, measuring, recording a 
moult score and banding. Captures could be ‘dry’ or ‘wet’ 
depending on the state of the tide or the birds’ current 
feeding site. 

The nine days spent at 80 Mile Beach required camping 
out in unpleasantly hot conditions. However, a bonus was 
the discovery of an Arctic Warbler in a tree near the camp. 
This was only the second record in Australia for this 
species. A very good count of captured and recorded birds 
was obtained from trapping at the beach and also from the 
inland ponds in the area. AQIS staff collected blood 
samples from captured birds for laboratory assessment. 

The results of recaptured birds originally banded overseas 
were: 

Grey-tailed Tattler, juvenile, banded in China on 4/9/06, 
recaptured on 6/11/06 

Bar-tailed Godwit, 2+ years old, banded in China on 8/4/06, 
recaptured on 12/11/06 

Great Knot, 2+, banded at Broome on 3/3/00, recaptured in 
China on 30/3/06, recaptured at Broom on 20/11/06 

Great Knot, 2+, banded in China 28/3/06, recaptured on 
6/11/06 

Bar-tailed Godwit, 2+, banded in China on 8/4/06, 
recaptured on 12/11/06 

Common Greenshank, 2+, banded in Japan on 6/9/03, 
recaptured on 21/11/06 

Bar-tailed Godwit, 2+, banded in China on 13/4/06, 
recaptured on 20/11/06 

Common Greenshank, 2+, banded in China on 9/4/06, 
recaptured on 21/11/06 

Grey-tailed Tattler, banded in Japan, recaptured on 
16/11/06 at 80 Mile Beach 

and Common Greenshank, 2+, banded in Japan on 6/9/03, 
recaptured on 21/11/06. 

The catch totals for the expedition were: 3795 waders of 31 
species; 182 terns of 9 species; 23 ducks; and one gull. 

Rob’s interesting and often amusing presentation gave the 
audience an excellent overview of the complicated and 
often hectic process of wader capture and banding. 

Rob thanked the following people for permission to use 
their photographs; Alice Ewing, Ron Robinson, Rattapan 
Pattanarangsan, Prue Wright, Ma Zhijun, Jarunee 
Siengsanan and David Price. 

Birdlife Australia is currently seeking volunteers for the next 
North-West Australia Wader and Tern expedition to be held 
from 6-28 February 2015. 
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Austral King-ferns at Barwon Downs 


Trevor Pescott 



Photos: Trevor Pescott 


S ome weeks ago, John James pointed out to me a 
fine stand of Austral King-ferns Todea barbata in an 
ephemeral stream on private property about two 
kilometres from Barwon Downs. Since I had seen these 
quaint plants only once or twice, I was keen to make their 
acquaintance. 

The area where they were growing had been burnt in the 
previous summer, and the king-ferns were re-growing 
vigorously, far more quickly than the adjacent ferns and 
sedges, so they provided a wonderful opportunity to 
closely examine them and take some photographs. 

I don’t know how widely they are distributed through the 
Otway Ranges, but they seem to grow in some—perhaps 
many—of the damp gullies. A long time ago, I was shown 
a gully off the Deans Marsh-Benwerrin Road where Ted 
Errey had discovered some of the plants. To my regret, I 
didn’t visit the site subsequently or record its precise 
location. 

John knows of plants at several other localities near 
Barwon Downs. 

The Austral King-fern Todea Barbara is one of just two 
species in the genus (the other is confined to Papua New 
Guinea) which was named after German cryptogamic 
botanist H. J. Tode. It is found in eastern mainland 
Australia, Tasmania (including Flinders and King 
Islands), New Zealand and South Africa. In Victoria it 
grows mainly in shaded gullies in wet and damp 
sclerophyll forests on and south of the Great Dividing 
Range. King-ferns thrive in humus-rich, water-logged 
soils in gullies, water-courses and swamps. 

Although resembling a stunted tree fern, it is not even 
closely related. One major difference is in the fronds 
which are similar in size and shape; those of the tree 
ferns are tripinnate while in the king-fern they are 
bipinnate. 


The trunks of king-ferns are usually described as ‘barrel¬ 
shaped’, and while they may grow to 1.5 m tall, they are 
of similar size in width. Older plants also have several 
crowns of fronds on top of the trunk. 

King-ferns are very slow growing and extremely long- 
lived—200 year-old specimens can be found in 
undisturbed forest, according to Flora of Victoria. (I’m not 
sure that there are any ‘undisturbed forests’ left in the 
Otway Ranges!) 

My sincere thanks to John James for telling me 
about the king-ferns; he has a wonderful knowledge 
of the flora, and fauna, of the local district. 

References: 

Jones, D. L. & Clemsha, S. C. (1976) Australian Ferns 
and Fern Allies, Reed, Sydney. 

SGAP Maroondah, Vic. (1993) Flora of Melbourne 
(revised edition), Hyland House, Sth Melbourne. 
Walsh, N. G. & Entwisle, T. J. (eds), (1994) Flora of 
Victoria, Vol 2, Inkata Press, Melbourne. 
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Butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 


With spring, the butterflies are about, especially the Australian 
Painted Ladies and Yellow Admirals. The first of the Caper 
Whites has been seen and later on we may have a large 
migration, but not necessarily. There have been no Jezebels yet, 
but three different blues have been recorded. Blues sometimes 
have two ‘eyes’ on their hindwings with two tails resembling 
antennae to confuse predators. The Two-spotted Line-blue has 
only the two eyes. 

Varied Dusky-blues have two eye-spots on the underside of the 
forewings and are much larger (28 mm wingspan) than the 


Line-blues (17 mm). (See photos). Their larvae feed at night on 
dodder-laurel. 

Observers: 

BL, Barry Lingham; CM, Craig Morley; DTy, David Tytherleigh; 
GG, Geoff Gates; GL, Grace Lewis; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; HS, 
Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; LB, Lance Brequet; PK, 
Penne Kwiat; TF, Tom Fletcher; VWD, Valda Dedman. 


Caper White 

14/09/14 

From Charlie's Hole to Anderson 
Rd, N end Swan Bay 

1, between 8.45 and 12.30, first for season 

JN 

Cabbage White 

10/09/14 

Breamlea beach 46W 

2 

CM, GG 

14/09/14 

From Charlie's Hole to Anderson 
Rd, N end Swan Bay 

Dozens between 8.45 and 12.30 

JN 


14/09/14 

Inverleigh Common 

Numerous, one pair in mating flight 

JN, DT 


23/09/14 

Fairmont Rd, Newtown 

4 

CM 


24/09/14 

Fairmont Rd, Newtown 

3 

CM 

Australian Painted 

26/08/14 

Drysdale 

2 playing chasey in the garden, sunny day 

GM 

Lady 






27/08/14 

Drysdale 

1 in garden, warm, sunny 

GM 


27/08/14 

Harrisons North Track, Anglelsea 

6+ 

PK 


10/09/14 

Breamlea beach 46W 

6+ 

CM, GG 


14/09/14 

Newtown 

At least 4 flying about in garden 

CM 


14/09/14 

Inverleigh Common 

numerous 

TF 


14/09/14 

From Charlie's Hole to Anderson 
Rd, N end Swan Bay 

About 6 between 8.45 a.m. and 12.30 p.m. 

JN 


21/09/14 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 

1 flew to sunny windowsill, rested, then flew, 

9.40 a.m. 

VWD 


23/09/14 

Fairmont Rd Newtown 

2 

CM 


24/09/14 

Fairmont Rd, Newtown 

2 

CM 


27/09/14 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 

1 flew to sunny windowsill, flexed its wings 
several times, then flew, 8.35 a.m. 

VWD 


29/09/14 

North Valley Rd Highton 

2 flitting about low, 11.45 a.m. 

VWD 

Yellow Admiral 

31/08/14 

Anglesea heath 

1 

BL 


31/08/14 

Drysdale 

1 in garden 

GM 


10/09/14 

Breamlea beach 46W 

1 

CM, GG 


14/09/14 

From Charlie's Hole to Anderson 
Rd, N end Swan Bay 

2 between 8.45 and 12.30 

JN 


14/09/14 

Newtown 

1 bright late afternoon sun flying about 
vegetable patch 

CM 


23/09/14 

Fairmont Rd, Newtown 

1 

CM 

Varied Dusky-blue 

27/08/14 

Anglesea 

1 moving short distance between twig/grass 
and leopard orchid flowers 

HS, LB 


21/09/14 

O’Donoghues Rd, Anglesea 

1 feeding on milkmaids, photographed 

GL 

Two-spotted 

21/09/14 

Inverleigh Common 

1, photographed 

DT, JN 

Line-blue 





Saltbush Blue 

14/09/14 

From Charlie's Hole to Anderson 
Rd, N end Swan Bay 

1 between 8.45 and 12.30 

JN 
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Bird observations 
August-September 2014 


L ast month we began seeing the return of Spring migrants 
and the tail end of over-wintering birds across many of 
our favourite birding locales. This month sees an increase in 
this trend, and observers have submitted many records of 
birds that are briefly very vocal for their breeding season 
before resorting to their more typical cryptic habits. 

Our wetlands still hold reasonable water levels so it is good to 
see Australasian Grebes locally again after a noticeable 
absence. White-necked Heron records are usually irregular 
but this month are widespread. Breeding is clearly on the 
minds of many birds. Little Egrets are showing nuptial plumes 
and numerous raptor hunting records likely indicate breeding 
activity also. Good numbers of our endemic waders Banded 
Stilts and Red-necked Avocets have been recorded in several 
locations while the numbers of global migratory waders are 
slowly building for summer. The record of large numbers of 
Fluttering Shearwaters in the actual Barwon River is 
remarkable for this ocean-going species, and a similar event 
was noticed last year. 


John Newman and Craig Morley 

Cuckoos are a classic indicator of Spring and as the weeks 
pass, more birds are being recorded. The Spring return of 
Yellow-faced and White-naped Honeyeaters which have 
spent winter further north is noteworthy. We see mass 
exodus of these birds in Autumn but don’t often record the 
smaller flocks unobtrusively slipping back into our region. The 
woodland birds like Dusky Woodswallow and Restless 
Flycatcher are also proving vocal and widespread this Spring. 
The usually secretive heathland species like Southern 
Emu-wren and Chestnut-rumped Heathwren are also 
temporarily singing and are more conspicuous as they vie for 
breeding success. 

The much loved and gloriously vocal Australian Reed- 
Warbler, as well as both species of Martins, are again 
showing their presence along numerous waterways and 
wetlands after their winter absence. 


Bird species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comments 

Obs 

Stubble Quail 

2 

08/09/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

S of Dandos Rd. Hd. 

OBP 


2 

13/09/14 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetland. Flushed along fenceline with airfield. 

OBP 

Brown Quail 

1 

29/08/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island. Hd calling at N end. 

per MHz 

Magpie Goose 

24 

14/09/14 

Leopold 

Moolap Stn Rd. S of Bellarine Hwy. Church yd. 

BLV-AWa 

Musk Duck 

1 

29/08/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island. 

per MHz 

Australasian Shoveler 

6 

14/09/14 

Lake Murtnagurt 


OBP 


22 

25/08/14 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetland. 

per CMo 

Hardhead 

15 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. 

RGa 


1 

30/08/14 

Gnarwarre 

Gnanwarre Rd. At large farm dam. 

CMo, DTy 

Australasian Grebe 

6 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. 

RGa 


2 

4/09/14 

Belmont Common 

Jerringot. Pr. 

JN 


2 

22/08/14 

Eastern Pk 

SWHL. Breeding plumage; 1 fully coloured in breeding plumage, 
2nd slightly paler. 

CMo 

Great Crested Grebe 

24 

29/08/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

Abalone Farm rocks. Rafts offshore 2, 5, 8, 9. 

perTFI 


9 

14/09/14 

Swan Bay 

Charlies Hole to Andersons Rd. On open water in N section of 
bay. 

OBP 

Prion sp. 

1 

21/08/14 

Torquay 

57W. Whites Beach. Beachcast. Possibly Antarctic Prion. 

per BL 

Fluttering Shearwater 

100s 

11/09/14 

Barwon Heads 

Estuary. Clustered on river in late afternoon; noisy and most 
sitting on water, some fluttering about. 2 occasions all took off in 
line, flew -100 m. Not present 12/09/2014. 

EAS; per 
BCo; BL 

Great Cormorant 

1 

20/08/14 

Newtown 

Barwon River. Obs for 10 mins ingesting dead snake (sp 
unknown) manipulating it to swallow it whole. 

CFr 

White-necked Heron 

1 

25/08/14 

Armstrong Ck 

Warralily Wetland. Flew in circled once and returned upstream. 

CMo 


3 

08/09/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

Abalone Farm. Entrance Rd. Feeding in broad gutter by roadside. 
Sp rarely recorded in regular surveys over 15+ yrs (per RGa). 

MHz, RGa, 
CMo 


2 

30/08/14 

Gnarwarre 

Barrabool Rd/Heaths Rd cnr. 1s flying over crops. 

DTy, CMo 


1 

30/08/14 

Gnarwarre 

Gnarwarre Rd. 

CMo, DTy 


1 

10/09/14 

Marshall 

Barwon Heads Rd. Feeding in paddock by roadside; 9.15 a.m. 
Pres same bird still feeding in same place; 2.45 p.m. 

CMo 

Cattle Egret 

40 

25/08/14 

Marshall 

Barwon Heads Rd/Reserve Rd cnr. Feeding with cattle in 
paddock. 

CMo 

Little Egret 

3 

13/09/14 

Lake Connewarre 

E Shore. IncI at least 1 with nuptial plumes. 

OBP 

Nankeen Night-Heron 

23 

22/08/14 

Eastern Pk 

Ads in roost. 

CMo 

Black-shouldered Kite 

2 

14/09/14 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. M twice brought rodent prey to F perched in cypress 
(25 min apart). Courtship feeding. 

OBP 


2 

08/09/14 

Lara 

Princes Fwy/Avalon Rd overpass. Juv perched on road sign, ad 
hovering nearby. 

CMo, RGa 


2 

25/08/14 

Marshall 

Barwon Heads Rd/Reserve Rd cnr. Copulation. 

CMo 
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White-bellied Sea-Eagle 

2 

13/09/14 

Lake Connewarre 

E Shore. M circling high over delta. Harassed by pale Wedge-tailed 
Eagle; briefly by 2 pale Eagles. F sitting tight on nest in pine tree on 
higher ground. 

OBP 


1 

14/09/14 

Swan Bay 

Charlies Hole to Andersons Rd. Circling OH in thermal. 

OBP 

Black Kite 

14 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. Fledgling calling vigorously and repeatedly with 
unusual whinnying call for 10+ min. Ad flew in/out of nest tree. 
Others spread over property. 

RGa 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

30/08/14 

Barrabool 

Devon Rd. Ad M closed wings and dropped into roadside hedge. 

DTy, CMo 


1 

14/09/14 

Connewarre 

Belchers La. Small bird (M) flew rapidly across shelterbelt in fading 
light at sunset. Briefly harassed by Noisy Miners. 

OBP 


1 

07/09/14 

Newcomb 

Milford St. Making unsuccessful sortie on large flying flock of 
Common Starlings which formed into tight ball. Hunting and prey. 

DTy 


1 

07/09/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. In direct rapid pursuit of blackbird-sized prey. Hunting. 

CMo 

Grey Goshawk 

1 

03/09/14 

Winchelsea 

Cape Otway Rd/Wichelsea-Deans Marsh Rd cnr. White morph. 

BLV-BRo 

Spotted Harrier 

1 

17/08/14 

Avalon 

Avalon Airport. Cruising low around edge of car pk. 

TFI 


1 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. 1st yr bird flew low OH with long legs dangling. 

RGa 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

2 

13/09/14 

Lake Connewarre 

E Shore. Yg pale birds harassing ad Sea-Eagle. 

OBP 

Australian Hobby 

1 

17/09/14 

Geelong North 

McKellar Centre. Stooping at Starling which quickly dashed to tree 
cover; continued on with quick wing-beats; 7.20 a.m. Hunting and 
prey. 

DTy 

Peregrine Falcon 

1 

17/09/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Attention of obs attracted by alarm calls of resident 
New Holland Honeyeaters. Peregrine (prob M) flew OH (< 30 m) in 
direct purposeful flight, with prey (prob Red Wattlebird judging by 
size and colouration of tail trailing beyond the Peregrine) in talons. 
Prey. 

CMo 

Brolga 

2 

29/08/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island. In adj paddock. 

per MHz 


4 

11/09/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

In paddock adj to saltpan to W of Snake Island. 

per MHz 


2 

14/09/14 

Leopold 

Moolap Stn Rd. S of Bellarine Hwy. Flying S twds Reedy Lake. 

BLV-AWa 

Red-necked Avocet 

185 

29/08/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island. Flocks 40, 80, 55,10. 

per MHz 


170 

08/09/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

S of Dandos Rd. 

OBP 


665 

20/09/14 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pump-house. With 765 Banded Stilts. Also on 21/09/2014. 

DTy, JN 

Banded Stilt 

450 

28/08/14 

Lake Modewarre 

Waltons Rd. Flock in NE cnr. 

CMo, LCI, 
PC, LB 


765 

20/09/14 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pump-house. With 665 Red-necked Avocets. Also on 21/09/2014. 

DTy, JN 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

6 

13/09/14 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetland. 

OBP 

Hooded Plover 

4 

31/08/14 

Cape Otway 

Pt Franklin. 2 adults, 2 sub-ads, (unbanded). Foraging, bathing and 
preening. 

CFr 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

4 

14/09/14 

Lake Murtnagurt 


OBP 


14 

25/08/14 

Pt Impossible 

Karaaf Wetland. 

per CMo 


1 

30/08/14 

Winchelsea 

Karngun Bridge Wetland. 

CMo, DTy, 
JN 

RGa 

Masked Lapwing 

8 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. IncI pr with 2 eggs. 


8 

22/08/14 

Eastern Pk 

Complete ABC Survey. IncI EGGC; copulation. 

CMo 


3 

30/08/14 

Lake Gherang 

2 ads with 1 small runner. 

CMo, DTy, 
JN 

CMo, DTy, 


5 

30/08/14 

Winchelsea 

Karngun Bridge Wetland. 2 ads with 3 almost ad sized juvs. Also 





06/09/2014. 

JN 

Latham's Snipe 

nil 

04/09/14 

Belmont Common 

Jerringot. Full circuit of wetland. Also nil; 18/09/2014. 

JN; BOI 


15 

26/08/14 

Ocean Grove 

Begola Wetland. 1st record. 

GD 

Common Sandpiper 

1 

04/09/14 

Torquay 

Spring Ck. Feeding along muddy margin. 

GGt 

Red-necked Stint 

224 

08/09/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island. IncI flock 220. 

OBP 


350 

21/09/14 

Moolap Saltworks 

Pump-house. Flew in from N and commenced vigorously feeding. 

DTy, JN 


200 

13/09/14 

Pt Impossible 

Thompson Ck. Mouth. 

GSh, NTu 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

40 

29/08/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island. 

per MHz 


71 

14/09/14 

Lake Murtnagurt 


OBP 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

8 

22/09/14 

Beeac 

In farm garden. Feeding on seeds on fruiting trees. Also 

23/09/2014. Usually autumn/winter visitor to location. 

RMi 


8 

14/09/14 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. Entrance. Group 1st hd then seen flying past; from S to 

N. Late at location. 

DTy 


3 

06/09/14 

Queens Pk 

Barwon River nr Queens Pk. Calling and flying b/w banks of river. 

JN 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

1 

04/09/14 

Long Forest 

Happy Valley. Car Pk. Calling. 

MHe 


1 

14/09/14 

St Leonards 

Charlies Hole Car Pk. 

per JN 


1 

14/09/14 

Swan Bay 

Andersons Rd. 

OBP 


1 

07/09/14 

Wensleydale 

1st bird for spring for obs at location. Seen and hd calling. 

JN 

Pallid Cuckoo 

1 

13/09/14 

Lake Connewarre 

E Shore. 

OBP 

Southern Boobook 

2 

30/08/14 

Cape Otway 

Manna Gum Dr. Nearby. Hd calling, 7.30 p.m. 

CFr 

Laughing Kookaburra 

P 

25/08/14 

Inverleigh 

Inverleigh Common. Hd calling. 

JHe, DR 


2 

26/08/14 

Winchelsea 

Winchelsea GC. Hd along Barwon River. 

CMo 


2 

30/08/14 

Winchelsea 

Karngun Bridge Wetland. 

CMo, DTy, 
JN 

BL 

Satin Bowerbird 

3 

31/08/14 

Anglesea 

Weir St. Green birds roosting in Cherry Ballart. 


6 

31/08/14 

Cape Otway 

Bimbi Caravan Pk. 2 Males, 4 Females, foraging together. 

CFr 


2 

30/08/14 

Wensleydale 

2 still present. 1 imm M tending bower. 

JN 
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Southern Emu-wren 

4+ 

23/08/14 

Anglesea 

Harvey St, adj to O'Donohues Rd. At least 4 seen in heathy 
bushland. Also calling. 

JN, DTy 


2 

13/09/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Breakfast Ck. Pr in heath along ck. 

JN 

Rufous Bristlebird 

2 

13/09/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Breakfast Ck. In creekline ~2 km upstream of main bridge over ck. 

JN 

White-browed Scrubwren 

4 

22/08/14 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. 2 juvs being fed by ads. 

CMo 

Chestnut-rumped 

2 

23/08/14 

Anglesea 

O'Donohues Rd. Single birds seen and hd in heathy bushland 

JN, DTy 

Heathwren 

2 

13/09/14 

Anglesea Heath 

close to houses. 

Breakfast Ck. 2 calling in Eucalypt thicket in sparse heathland adj 
to Breakfast Ck Rd. Good views. 

JN 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

42 

28/08/14 

Lake Modewarre 

Buckley School Rd. Flocks 16, 3, 8, 1, 10, 1, 3 heading SW along 

CMo, LCI, 





shelterbelt. Spring migration. 

PC, LB 


5 

06/09/14 

Winchelsea 

Karngun Bridge Wetland. 1,4 flying WSW. Spring migration? 

CMo, DTy, 
JN 

CMo 

Noisy Miner 

6 

22/08/14 

Eastern Pk 

EGGC. Nest with 2 ads making regular visits pres feeding 
nestlings. At least 6 ads, prob more in total in vicinity. 


Brown-headed Honeyeater 

7 

29/08/14 

Bacchus Marsh 

Grey St. Flock in eucalypt in town garden; rare in town. 

MHe 

White-naped Honeyeater 

2 

28/08/14 

Lake Modewarre 

Buckley School Rd. 1s withYellow-faced Honeyeaters flying along 

CMo, LCI, 





shelterbelt. Spring migration. 

PC, LB 

Olive Whistler 

1 

13/08/14 

Otway Ranges 

Stevensons Falls, Barramunga. Feeding on open ground opp day 
car pk. 

PKw 

Golden Whistler 

2 

06/09/14 

Barwon River 

Yollinko Wetland. Pr foraging and calling together in canopy of 
river red gums; 7.45 a.m. 

JN 

Rufous Whistler 

10 

04/09/14 

Bannockburn 

Bannockburn Reserve. Quite early (1st eBird report S of 

Melbourne this spring). 

AHn 

Dusky Woodswallow 

10+ 

07/09/14 

Bannockburn 

Bannockburn Bush. Nr GO. 10-12 perching and flying. 

MHe, DHe, 
CHa 


4 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. 

RGa 


2 

23/08/14 

Ocean Grove NR 

N Tk/W Tk cnr. 1st record of sp for season at location for obs. 
Flying low over woodland vegetation. 

GL 

Restless Flycatcher 

1 

30/08/14 

Balyang Sanctuary 


GP, JPo 


3 

07/09/14 

Bannockburn 

Bannockburn Bush. Nr GO. Pr and separate single bird, in Yellow 

MHe, DHe, 





Gums beside and in GO. 

CHa 


1 

30/08/14 

Lake Gherang 

Hd calling from adj woodland. 

CMo, DTy, 
JN 

CMo 


1 

26/08/14 

Winchelsea 

Winchelsea GO. Hd clearly several times. 


2 

03/07/14 

You Yangs 

E Flat/Toynes Rd area. Foraging over cleared paddocks S of 
Toynes Rd, occasionally perching on boundary fence. 

GL, CEd 

Scarlet Robin 

1 

06/09/14 

Anglesea Heath 

Gum Flats Rd. Hd. 

CMo, DTy, 
JN 

MHe 

Red-capped Robin 

1 

28/08/14 

Long Forest 

Happy Valley Car Pk. Calling constantly. 

Flame Robin 

1 

08/09/14 

Avalon Saltworks 

Snake Island. Brown bird. Sp rarely recorded in regular surveys 
over 15+ yrs (per RGa). 

OBP 


1 

20/08/14 

Breamlea 

Thompson Ck. M feeding in paddock. 

PKw 


3 

14/09/14 

Lake Murtnagurt 

All brown birds. 

OBP 


6 

30/08/14 

Ocean Grove NR 

N Tk. Along fenceline. 2 Ms, 4 brown birds. 

GMc 


1 

30/08/14 

Winchelsea 

Barwon Tee. Brown bird flitting along fenceline. 

CMo, DTy, 
JN 

JN 

Rose Robin 

1 

06/09/14 

Highton 

Barwon River. Brown bird hd and seen; 7 a.m. Also brown bird 
seen 07/09/2014, 7.45 a.m.; 1/2 way b/w Princes Bridge and 
Queens Pk Bridge. 


Pink Robin 

1 

22/08/14 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. Brown bird. At least 1. 

CMo 

Horsfield’s Bushlark 

3 

30/08/14 

Buckley 

Buckley Rd. Singing in grain crop. 1st for season for obs. 

CMo, DTy, 
JN 

RGa 

Australian Reed-Warbler 

12 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. 


2 

16/09/14 

Newtown 

Barwon River. Calling loudly from reed-beds. Obs 1st record of sp 
for season. 

JN 


1 

29/08/14 

Reedy Lake 

Moolap Stn Rd. Hd calling. 

TFI 

Fairy Martin 

28 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. 

RGa 


8 

28/08/14 

Buckley 

Waltons Rd. N of Lake Modewarre. On powerline above culvert at 

CMo, LCI, 





railway line. 1st return to Geelong region for spring. 

PC, LB 


8 

30/08/14 

Buckley 

Buckley Rd S. Around small pipe drain in paddock. 2 on 06/09/14. 

CMo, DTy, 
JN; CMo, 
DTy 


10 

29/08/14 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Loose flock 8 going SE; 5 p.m. Also 2; 5.40 p.m. Dry 
high-pitched call clearly hd. 

CMo 

Tree Martin 

1 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. 

RGa 

Bassian Thrush 

1 

30/08/14 

Cape Otway 

Cape Otway Lighthouse Station. Wrestling with worm on walking 
track. 

CFr 

Common Myna 

2 

06/08/14 

Wingeel 

Hamilton Hwy. 12 km W of Inverleigh. Not seen at location 
previously by obs. Extension of range. 

RMi 

European Goldfinch 

90 

16/09/14 

Batesford 

Private property. IncI flying feeding flocks 20, 15, 12, 12. 

RGa 


27 

06/09/14 

Pt Henry 

Windmill Rd. Flock. 

CMo, DTy 
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Observers: AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BCo, Brooke Connor; BL, 
Barry Lingham; BLV, Birdline Victoria; BOI, Ben Oliver; CEd, 
Carolyn Edwards; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; Cha, Cathy Hawes; 
CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; DR, David Rantall; DTy, 
David Tytherleigh; EAS, Elissa Ashton-Smith; GD, Guy Dutson; 
GGt, Geoff Gates; GL, Grace Lewis; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; 


GP, Graham Possingham; GSh, Glenda Shomaly; JHe, Joanne 
Heatlie; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; LB, Les 
Barrow; LCI, Lynne Clarke; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MHz, Maarten 
Hulzebosch; NTu, Neil Tucker; OBP, Orange-bellied Parrot 
Survey; PC, Polly Cutcliffe; PKw, Penne Kwiat; RGa, Rob Ganly; 
RMi, Robert Missen; TFI, Tom Fletcher. 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Edwards Point Wi id life Reserve 

Thursday 23 October 2014 
Leader: Angus Hartshorn 

Edwards Point protects the last remaining stand of coastal 
woodland on the Bellarine Peninsula. It also has an extensive 
shoreline, so a wide range of birds is found there. eBird records 
144 species for the site. In October, Greenshank, Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers as well as Rufous and Golden Whistlers, Fan-tailed 
and Horsefield’s Bronze Cuckoos, Silvereye, Red-browed Finch 
are quite common; Ruddy Turnstone Brown Quail and Lewin’s 
Rail have been reported. At the southern end of the point there 
are often many hundreds of Cormorants with Pelicans, Terns, 
Gulls, Herons, Red-necked Stints and other waterbirds to be 
seen. 

It is 3 km to the southern end of Edwards Point (6 km, 3-hour 
return). Alternative shorter routes for those who do not wish to 
walk this far can readily be arranged. 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. on Beach Road, Melway 474 A4 (park 
entrance is about 100 meters before the beach). Access via 
Bluff Rd, and Cliff St. St Leonards. Travelling time from 
Geelong is about 30 minutes. 

Bring: Binoculars, sunscreen, hat, rain gear, walking shoes. 
Lunch or a snack recommended as we will probably finish about 
midday. 

Contact: Angus Hartshorn 5258 5183; 

angus.hartshorn@bigpond.com 


PHOTO AND ART SHOW 
Naturalists, photographers and artists 
Opening night: Friday 10 October, 6.00-7.30 p.nn. 

Entry forms and details are available from: 

Jan Synot 

Art is...studio and gallery 
Level 1, 64 Little Malop Street 
Geelong 3220 

Mobile: 0421 969 230 www.artisqeelonq.com 


Mailing roster 

November: Jan Venters 
December: Chrissy Freestone 


GFNC excursion 

Exploring heathland and bush near 
Anglesea 

Sunday 19 October 2014 
Leader: Grace Lewis 

The spring return of many bird species and the flowering of the 
heathland makes for a great day out in the Anglesea area. 

Meet: 9.30 a.m. at Hurst Rd, Anglesea. From Geelong, travel 
along the Great Ocean Road, 900 m past the Pt Addis turnoff 
then turn left into Hurst Rd after the end of the metal guard rail on 
the sweeping bend. We will meet initially about 100 metres from 
the start of Hurst Rd (park on the side of the road) before 
traveling to the end of Hurst Rd to explore the heathland 
overlooking the ocean. There are several other bush sites we will 
then visit in the area between Hurst Rd and Eumeralla. 

We will finish up around 2:30 p.m. 

Bring: Camera, wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, 
insect repellent, strong footwear. Morning tea, lunch, snacks. A 
chair is useful. 

Contact: Grace Lewis 0438 046 363 


Bird Group meeting 
Thursday 16 October 2014 

John Newman and Trevor Lumb 
Birding in SW Western Australia 


GFNC Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 14 October 2014 

John Arnott 

The role of botanic gardens in plant 
conservation 

7:00 p.m. to socialise with tea & coffee prior to 
7:30 p.m. presentation. 

John Arnott is a previous director of the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens where he oversaw the development of the 21®* Century 
Garden Project. After leaving Geelong, John was involved with 
several projects with working for the City of Melbourne and at 
Wilson Botanic Park in Berwick, before starting his current role 
as Manager Horticulture at the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Cranbourne. 

John is acknowledged as a visionary horticulturalist with a 
passion for creating gardens that engage the public and also 
play a role in conserving flora and fauna. 

Venue: Meeting rooms of the Geelong Botanic Gardens 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2014-2015 

President 

Barry Lingham 

5255 4291 

lingham@tpg.com.au 

Vice-President 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Immediate Past President 

Bruce Lindsay 

0439 035 277 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Secretary 

Tracey Hinton 

5243 9973 

Tracey.Hinton@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Minute Secretary 

Rod Lowther 

5247 1537 

rlowther@ncable.net.au 

Committee Member 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

“ “ 

David Boyle 

5250 1039 

davidboyle48@gmail.com 

(( (( 

Grace Lewis 

0438 046 363 

g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 


Graham Possingham 

5243 6997 

g.possingham@gmail.com 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 

Bird Group 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Conservation Group 

Bruce Lindsay 

5223 2394 

brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 

Editor 

Chrissy Freestone 

0417 379 033 

chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 

Sub-editor 

Deborah Evans 

5243 8687 

deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 

Geelong Bird Report 

Craig Morley 

5221 4604 

craigmorley5@bigpond .com 

Jerringot Group 

Bela Bard-Brucker 

5243 7072 

bbardbrucker@gmail.com 

Librarian 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

Fauna Survey Group 

Trevor Pescott 

5243 4368 

ppescott@optusnet.com.au 

Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 

Lynne Clarke 

0439 390 801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


OCTOBER 2014 

NOVEMBER 2014 

7 

General Meeting: Trevor Pescott—Fauna from the GFNC 

4 

General Meeting: John Sherwood—Fossil 


trapping surveys 


footprints 

9-12 

Fauna survey: Floating Islands Reserve, Stony Rises 

6-9 

Fauna survey: Gum Flat, Anglesea 

14 

Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: John Arnott 

11 

Plant Group: Meeting sharing photos and 

15 

Cadets: Meeting 


observations 

16 

Bird Group: John Newman/Trevor Lumb—Birding in SW 

15-16 Biennial Hooded Plover Count 


WA 

16 

Excursion: Brisbane Ranges/Stieglitz 

17-27 

ANN get together in Hobart 

19 

Cadets: Meeting 

19 

GFNC Excursion: Anglesea 

20 

Bird Group: Geoff Gates—Photographing birds 

23 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

27 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 



29 

Challenge Bird Count/Brisbane Ranges 



TBA 

Cadets Christmas breakup 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 27 October 2014 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the Editor, 

Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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